LAST   YEARS   AT   WOTTON
the writing becomes indistinct and difficult to read.
There is something in these Memoim which is more
natural, more intimate and more revealingly char-
acteristic than any entry in the Diary or, indeed, any
letter he wrote. In its detail it shows better than any
other document what Mr. Geoffrey Keynes well
describes as Evelyn's "admirable fussiness."
After preliminaries about his grandson's succession
to the Wotton estates, Evelyn expresses his ap-
preciation of him by saying he finds in him "good and
laudable qualities and inclinations.53 He then re-
commends "an assiduous and constant course of
Devotion/3 not only for himself and his family, but
for his servants, suggesting that he may be able "to
maintain a pious Chaplain." He must not entertain
servants who are "swearers, quarrelsome, intemper-
ate, lazy, unfaithful." They must be paid punctually
every half year, with also "Rewards once a year as
they may deserve by their diligence and behaviour."
Gardening, groves and walks are among the first
things to which care should be devoted, and the
estate should be improved by storing it with "timber
trees, oak, ash and elm, frequent copses which in
few years will prove incredible Emolument and
restore the name of Wotton, otherwise in danger to be
lost and forgotten," The most detailed instructions
are given about the proper keeping of every sort of
tool He enumerates all the agricultural implements,
gardening tools, carpentering tools, stable requisites,
arms and fishing-tackle. Armour should "be cleaned
and furbished," as there is "no furniture more
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